Rosh Hashana
September 13-15
Rosh Hashana, also spelled Rosh Hashanah, is commonly known as the Jewish New Year. The
event begins on the first day of Tishrei (or Tishri), which is the seventh month in the Jewish
calendar. Many Jewish Canadians observe Rosh Hashanah, for two days, while others
celebrate the event for one day. It is a time of family gatherings and special meals. Rosh
Hashana commences at nightfall the day before the actual holiday. The celebrations begin after
the evening prayer, when family and friends join in to reflect on the past and make a fresh start
for the New Year. Jewish Canadians traditionally eat challah bread, pomegranates, and apples
dipped in honey on Rosh Hashana. Rosh Hashana is not a national public holiday in Canada.
However, many Jewish organizations may be closed or have restricted opening hours on Rosh
Hashana.

Eid al-Adha
September 22-23
Eid al-Adha is a significant annual Islamic observance for many Muslims in Canada. It is also
known as the Feast of Sacrifice or Festival of Sacrifice as it commemorates Ibrahim’s
(Abraham) willingness to sacrifice his son to God.
It is a time marked by special prayers and many Muslims gather for special prayer services.
Many people also visit family and friends, exchange greetings and gifts, and make donations to
the poor and needy. Eid al-Adha is also a time for forgiveness and compassion.
The Muslim Association of Canada (MAC) holds Eid festivals to celebrate Eid al-Adha. The Eid
Festivals offer celebrations including a carnival of fun rides, shows, sport tournaments and
various international cuisines. Thousands of people, including key leaders, often attend these
events. Some politicians publicly announce their best wishes to those celebrating Eid al-Adha.
Festivities can last for up to a few days.

Eid al-Adha follows from the annual pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia. This pilgrimage
applies to Muslims worldwide, as they are required to perform the Hajj once in their lives. Some
Muslims in Canada may travel to Mecca prior to Eid al-Adha to make this pilgrimage.

